
Determining the Controlling Order
Is there an order

issued by the
state

where the child
now lives?

Has the child lived
in

that state with a
parent or person

acting as a parent
for at least the
past 6 months

(or since birth, if
the child is less than

6 months old)?

The order issued by
the

child’s home state
is the controlling order,
and that state has CEJ.

order issued by
child’s home state

Is there an
order

issued by the
obligor’s state?

Is there an order
issued by the

individual
obligee’s

state?

No order is controlling
and no state has CEJ.
A  new order must be
issued, which will be
the controlling order,

and the state that
issued it will have CEJ.

two or more orders,
but no order in child’s state,
or individual obligee’s state,

or obligor’s state

The order issued by
the obligor’s state is
the controlling order,

and that state has CEJ.

no order in child’s state,
no order in individual

obligee’s state,
order in obligor’s state

YES YES

(the answer
here will

very rarely
be “YES,”
but when it
is, continue

below)

YES

YES

NO

(the answer
here will

very rarely
be “NO,”

but when it
is, continue
to the right)

NO NONO

Is there an order
issued by the individual

obligee’s state?

Is there an order
issued by the

obligor’s state?

Is there an order
issued by the

obligor’s state?
NO

The order issued by the
child’s state is the

controlling order, and
that state has CEJ.

NO

Of the order issued by the child’s state and the order issued
by the obligor’s state, the more recently issued order is the

controlling order, and  the state that issued it has CEJ.

YESYES

NO

Of the order issued by the child’s state and the order issued by
the individual obligee’s state, the more recently issued order is

the controlling order, and the state that issued it has CEJ.
(If the individual obligee and child are in the same state, the

order of that state is controlling and that state has CEJ.)

Of the order issued by the child’s state, the order issued by the individual obligee’s state, and the
order issued by the obligor’s state, the most recently issued order is the controlling order, and the
state that issued it has CEJ. (If the individual obligee and the child are in the same state, and that
state’s order is the most recent order, the order of that state is controlling and that state has CEJ.)

YES

Is there an order
issued by the

obligor’s state?

The order issued by the individual obligee’s state is the
controlling order, and that state has CEJ.

Of the order issued by the individual obligee’s state and the order issued by the obligor’s state,
the more recently issued order is the controlling order, and the state that issued it has CEJ.

YES

NO

(The child’s state can be called the child’s “home state” only if the child
has been in that state with a parent or person acting as a parent for at
least the past six months, or since birth if the child is less than six months
old.)


